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Why Do We Scout?  
December 7, 2009 

Rick Le Borne  

Scouting is celebrating an anniversary ï its centennial. 

                Sir Robert Baden-Powell 
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The Baden Powell Story  
        

                                 
ñThere is no teaching to compare with exampleò               

Sir Robert Baden-Powell, 1857-1941 

for  John Wiggins  

 

The Pack has moved well into the fall season and with 
the 100

th
 anniversary of scouting (December 10

th
, 2009 

is the kick-off rally) and Christmas just around the 
corner, I felt it a good opportunity (if not an  essential 
bit of knowledge) to give an abbreviated history of our 
founder, Lord Robert Baden-Powell.  
 (source: 
http://www.thescoutingpages.org.uk/bpstory.html) 

 

continued on page 5, column 1 

continued on page 2, column 2 

Popcorn Sales Way Up  
November 14, 2009 

Michelle Wilberscheid  

 

Our 2009 Popcorn Sale was a great success!!!   Pack 
156 sold around $9,000 in popcorn!!!   We had 40 
scouts who sold popcorn this year, and we are very 
pleased to announce that 26 of those scouts received 
prizes for the amounts that they sold.   We also had 6 
of our scouts to fill up their order sheets so they will be 
receiving bow and mallows along with their prizes!   We 
greatly appreciate the time and effort each parent and 
scout put into helping us raise money this year through 
our popcorn sales!!   The prizes have been ordered 
and will be given out as soon as possible after they 
arrive.   Thanks also to all of our wonderful den and 
patrol leaders who emphasize the importance of selling 
to help out the pack!!   ƻ 
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Cubmaster Seeing Speech 
Therapist!  
December 1, 2009 

By C. Moore Gocip  

The Cubmaster of Pack 156 has scheduled daily 
sessions with a speech therapist, this news recently 
reported by a reliable source.  A little digging around 
by this humble reporting servant of our pack believes 
the answer has been found:  Our beloved Cubmaster 
has been under a great deal of duress.  It seems that 
he is now having a great deal of trouble finding the 
proper words.  In fact, it is believed to have begun a 
few pack meetings ago after slipping on numerous 
verbal banana peels when pack news was to be 
disseminated.  Unwittingly, our pack-chief-momentous 
chose to make an ANNOUNCEMENT.  The rest is 
history. ƻ 

 

James Naismith 

 Basketball, a little older, was 
invented around 1891 by James Naismith for the 
YMCA as a game that could be played indoors and, as 
opposed to most games at that time, relied on skill 
rather than strength.   

 

   Baseball, yet older, was invented in 
1845 by Alexander Cartwright (in contrast to Abner 
Doubleday).   

 

Footballôs originator is a tad more hazy, the game 
being related to rugby and starting around the same 
time as our football ï 1820 or so.   

 

For the past five years, Iôve been competing with these 
sports.  There are only so many hours in the week and 
formal after-school curricula has  replaced what my 
generation grew up in ï more or less, we would throw 
our school books in our room and race outside to play 
with neighborhood kids.   Nowadays, the weeks are 
incredibly packed with formal activity ï basketball, 
baseball, football, and so forth.  So why Scouts?   With 
all these other programs out there, why are we in 
Scouts?  And whatôs so special about Scouting?  Why 
not rank it as an under-equal or equal-equal to the 
other sports?   

My answers?  Well, theyôre hard to pin down from year 

continued from page 1 

Survival Weekend  
November 14 through November 16, 2009 

By B. Gontoaday, edited by Scoop Weatherby  

 

Survival is what we do every day.  We survive.  For 
most of us, the act of survival is second nature and 
hardly worth much thought.  But for our Webelos, the 
weekend of the 14

th
 of November put the act of finding 

warmth, building shelter and even the decisions of 
movement to the forefront of their efforts and 
concentration.   

 
After arriving Friday evening and settling in for the 
night, Saturday began promptly at 0600 with reveille 
blasting through a bugle.  The morning flag ceremony 
honored an authentic 48 star flag hoisted up the 

continued on page 4, column 1 

 
continued on page 3, column 2 

 

(Why Do We Scout, continued from page 1, column 2) 
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to year, but thereôs been a trend for a deepening 
appreciation of scouting in general and the vision of 
Lord Powell in particular.  Here is a man who turned 
down quite a promotion in the military, stepped down, 
and became a civilian in order to devote his time to the 
scouts.  You see, he had the vision and faith to 
recognize that he could do more for his country by 
training the rising generation to be good citizens than 
by training a few men for possible future fighting.  Most 
of us donôt realize that Scouting teaches boys how to 
be good leaders as well as very good and informed 
citizens.  Why,  I got into scouting for possibly all the 
wrong reasons: As a boy,  I wanted to be a cowboy ï 
and cowboyôs lived off the land doing great and 
exciting things by day and sitting over a campfire 
telling about them by night.  Scouting had the image of 
outdoor life so it was a natural.  Did I want to become 
a better citizen? At eight years old?  You gotta be 
kidding! Years later, and as a new father, I had this  
recurring dream whenever I looked at my newborn 
son;   I saw, in living color, me and my son playing 
catch in the backyard, talking about life ï a little 
instruction on the finer skills of throwing and catching 
mixed with deep fatherly philosophical advice.  Iôd of 
course coach his team.   Well, that never happened.  
He was attracted to soccer ï a sport I played for 10 
minutes in gym in 1971 after a 4 minute summary of 
the rules.  So much for the dream ï or so I thought.   
 
Late spring five years later, end of kindergarten: My 
son comes home excited about some guy who came 
to his class and painted vivid pictures of the scouting 
life  He wanted to join.   Now, by that time, my son had 
a new ñfavoriteò every week so I was not too excited 
about this one ï until the next week.  You see,  the 
next Tuesday I drove  into our driveway at about 
5:30p.m. to find my son sitting on the steps with a 
white newsletter in his hand.  He came running up to 
me waving it in my face ï It was Cubscout Roundup 
time.  I turned around loaded him in and went to sign 
him up for scouts.  I walked out a new den leader, yes, 
but even more significant, I was enlightened as to why 
my son was so stuck on this scouting thing ï he 
wanted the free kite the man visiting his class said 
heôd get if he joined.  Right reason for joining?  Right 
reason for my becoming a leader?   
 
So back to those questions:  Where should we rank 
Scouting  relative to those competing sports and 
activities?  Have the Ideals of Lord Powell changed 
over this past century?  Well, hereôs the short of it - My 
answer: You see, thereôs a lot written about what 
happens to those in a glass house ï or houses with 
glass (the moral, I think has to do with the time I threw 

continued from page 2 

 

Den News  
A Review of November/December  

Edited by Scoop Weatherby  

 

Tiger Den 3  

Submitted by Melinda L. 

 

The Tiger Cubs in Den 3 are making tracks...from 
selling popcorn (including at least two tigers who filled 
their sheets) to learning about community 
helpers, we are a busy bunch!  "High Fives" to Martin, 
Luke and David for selling popcorn for the Pack at 
Kroger on a chilly Saturday.  Several parents have 
provided great leadership & fun activities too...special 
thanks to the Stricklins and Verbles for fantastic 
meetings this fall. 
 
Den 3 Highlights from October and November: 
*  Birds from around Putnam County cheeped 
"hooray!" when the boys finished their hand-crafted 
birdfeeders! 
*  Our boys collected two large baskets full of stuffed 
animals to donate to the Cookeville Police 
Department. 
*  Officer Mike Smith led a tour of the Cookeville Police 
Dept. and made us honorary deputies...we can even 
write citations! 
*  The Cookeville Fire Dept. zoomed to One Cougar 
Lane...and gave all of the boys a closer look at the fire 
truck & equipment. 
*  As part of 'Cub Scout Heroes' Month, we wrote 
letters to send to our troops serving in Iraq. 
*  Five of our ten tiger cubs attended the Pack 
Campout at Big South Fork! 
(We missed those of you who couldn't attend!!) ƻ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

continued on page 6, column 2 
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https://rim.tntech.edu/exchange/RLeborne/Cub%20Scouts/Tiger%20Cubs%20-%20Den%203%20newsletter%20info.EML/?cmd=editrecipient&Index=-1
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flagpole  by the Monkey Patrol.  Breakfast was quick, 
easy and nutritious (oatmeal) and followed by the 
Webelos first of many instructional lectures; Using 
nature wisely when, eré,  ñNature Callsò.  A tour to a 
neighboring farm put the act of surviving into more 
modern terms ï how a farm complete with horses, 
cows, electric fence, barn and a large cabin (think all 
the conveniences of our ñnormalò life here in the city) 
could be accomplished without any support from the 
local authorities; solar panels, a deep well, and 
propane worked in concert to bring an impressive level 
of modern living to the outback.  The scouts returned 
to Camp Kiona to work on their knot making skills 
followed by shelter building (taught by two Troop 156 
boy scouts), lunch (again, basic but nutritious) and 
navigation.  

 
 

The compass course was taught by an ex-Army 
Ranger which included two navigation courses and 
culminated with a journey into the woods using the 
scoutôs newly acquired compass and distance-
estimation skills.  The objective was to navigate to a 
drop zone and wait for dinner.  While waiting, the 
Ranger demonstrated how to find bugs in the woods 
by locating and eating some worms and other small 
creatures ï many Webelos, Iôve learned from credible 
sources, tried them as well.  After a short wait, a case 
of MREôs (Meal-Ready-to-Eat) was located and the 
scouts all waved as the small plane circled overhead.  
The drop zone was successfully found and dinner was 
had! 
 The evening ended with a walk lead by lit 
torches to the amphitheater built specially for the 
weekend.  Once seated, a skit by Kyle and Brice, aka 
ñFlintò and ñSteelò worked to light a long trail of slow 
burning fire that eventually set the logs ablaze.  Skits 
and songs followed and the very tired Webelos 
marched the 20 minutes through the darkened forest 
back to the main camp to sit in front of another fire, 
chat and toast marshmallows.  The bugle sounded 
Taps at 2000hrs and lights were (mostly) put out.  
Special thanks to all those Webelos and their 
adventurous parents who took the time and effort to go 
where no Pack 156 Webelos has gone before! ƻ 

 

 

 

Patrol News  
A Review of October/November  

Edited by Scoop Weatherby  

 

 

 

Monkey Patrol 

Submitted by Gaven H.         

 

November 3, 2009              

      
  

Hi my name is Gaven H. and I was nominated as 
scribe for my den this month thanks to my ability to 
 throw something when I should have been listening to 
our Den Leader (picture me with my arm high in the 
air, launching something I canôt remember ï but yes, it 
was raised ï and to be honest, I really wasnôt 
volunteering!).   
OCTOBER: For the month of October we learned how 
to build fires, make charcoal out of cotton shirts and 
how to work together as a team.  We also played 
games to work on being better team players and to 
work on our listening skills (Iôm sort of doing that right 
now as our patrolôs scribe!).  Last week we visited 
the Boy Scout troop 156 and we want to thank our den 
leader, Rick Le Borne for working hard towards this 
event.  The Boy Scouts were nice enough to spend an 
evening with us and to share about hiking and 
backpacking.  It was a lot of fun because we went on a 
hike in the woods and all I really did see was a little 
toad.  Our listening skills are what we are working on.  
WE also discussed our camping trip at the Big South 
Fork October 30-Nov 1.  The weather calls for rain but 
hopefully we can still have fun.   

We went to Big South Fork for our fall 
campout Oct 30 thru Nov 1. Big South Fork is a 
national river and recreation area located Northeast of 
Tennessee and Kentucky.  There are 125,000 acres of 
land for outdoor fun.  Friday was very windy and it was 
hard setting up the tent.  It was so cold and at night it 
started to rain very hard.  I slept right through it but my 

continued on page 5, column 2 
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ñBaden-Powell or B-P was born Robert Stephenson 
Smyth Baden-Powell on the 22 February 1857, the 
son of  Professor Baden-Powell, of Oxford University. 
His father died when he was 3 years old and his 
mother devoted herself to bringing up a rather large 
family of 10. Baden Powell and his brothers were 
encouraged by their mother to make their own fun. 
They learned about the outdoors, built boats and 
sailed them and went on long journeys learning to look 
after themselves.  
 
Baden-Powell attended Charterhouse School during 
which time he took part in a number of activities 
including acting, singing and cadet corps and art. In 
the woods near the school known as "The Copse" he 
studied, stalked and tracked animals, birds and his 
friends and teachers.  
 
Baden-Powell was encouraged to sit Army Exams, he 
surprised everyone by gaining 2nd place out of 700 
candidates, as a result was commissioned as a sub-
lieutenant in the 13th Hussars. He sailed to join his 
regiment in Lucknow, India, where he took courses in 
surveying and reconnaissance.  
 
He was quickly promoted and moved up through the 
ranks and trained his men using competitions and 
games and taught them how to track and live in wild 
country. He also wrote a book called "Aids to 
Scouting" about his methods of Army Training. This 
book was later to become the bases of Scouting  
 
In 1887 he was sent to South Africa where he took 
part in a campaign against an African chief called 
Dinizulu  
 
In 1899 Colonel Baden-Powell returned to South 
Africa. because there was the possibility of war 
between the Dutch settlers (Boers) and the British 
Settlers. War was declared and Baden-Powell and 
1000 men were left to defend the town of Mafeking, 
which was the supply center for the British. He thought 
up all sorts of schemes to make it look like the town 
was heavily guarded. When reinforcements arrived the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

dad could not sleep.  We were dry that morning.  
Saturday, we went on a four mile hike that lasted 4 
hours.  We got to the farm we had some lunch then we 
played in a smoke house and the farm was 139 years 
old.  We hiked back and took a break. 
We did skits, we went trick-or-treating, and we looked 
at the planet Jupiter.  WE had a huge bonfire that 
night.  My favorite part of the camping trip was 
spending time with my dad and going trick-or-treating 
from tent to tent.  Keep growing here at pack 156!! 
NOVEMBER: (My notes, written November 17, 2009) 
November 13-15, 2009: The Webelos  had a fun time 
during our first Survival Campout at Rick Le Borneôs 
property.  We all arrived there on Friday night not really 
sure if we were going to be hungry and cold the entire 
weekend.  We ended up having a lot of fun!!  We made 
a big fire and had breakfast that Saturday and then we 
dug in some dirt piles which I really did have fun.  Later 
on we went on a fun hike and ate MRE's  that were 
given to us.  It was chilly that night and my dad and I 
were cold.  My canteen with water even froze over 
night.  On Sunday, we finished our survival weekend 
with a good breakfast and a we packed up and cleaned 
up camp. I will always remember this fun time and hope 
to have many more ahead of me.   Keep growing here 
at pack 156!! ƻ 
 

Youôre Friend, 

 Gaven H. 

 

continued from page 1, column 1 

 

continued from page 4, column 2 

 

continued on page 6, column 1 
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siege had lasted for 7 months.   
 
Baden-Powell took part in a number of other conflicts 
and in 1903 was appointed Inspector-General of 
Cavalry.  
 

In July 1907 B-P ran a camp for a group of boys on 

Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour.  

 

In 1909 B-P was knighted by King Edward VII for his 

outstanding military career and especially for founding 

Scouting.    

 

Baden-Powell died in Kenya in 1941 when he was almost 

84 On his gravestone under the badges of the Scouts and 

Guides is carved, "Robert Baden-Powell, Chief Scout of 

the World".                       

 
Some additional quotes by Sir Baden-Powell: 

 

Á ñThe most worth-while thing is to try to put 

happiness into the lives of others.ò 

Á ñThe Scoutmaster teaches boys to play the game 

by doing so himself.ò 

Á ñThe spirit is there in every by, it has to be 

discovered and brought to light.ò 

Á ñIf you make listening and observation your 

occupation you will gain much more than you 

can by talk.òƻ 

 

a baseball through a window and the minute I 
let the ball go, the world went into slow motion 
ï so the moral is if things start going into slow 
motion, not much good comes out of it é could 
be off on it, though) ï anyway, scouting has 
taught me, and I try to teach my boys, that life 
is more like a house of a different kind of glass; 
mirrors.  Remember those carnival houses with 
lots of mirrors that makes you look fat(ter), thin, 
tall and/or short?  Well, thatôs the difference 
between scouting and those other sports!   
 
Donôt get it, do you.   
 
Well, let me add some more color:   Scouting 
gives boys, and adults, the skills to make us 
better prepared to help those around us.  We, 
and probably our boys, enter scouting seeing 
ourselves a certain way (our first glance into a 
mirror) ï and for my case, itôs probably thought 
to be a pretty good reflection!  But then, after a 
while, something happens.  We stop defining 
ourselves as a some reflection ï itôs no longer 
important, and the image we ñthinkò we see is 
probably not the image seen by others!  We 
begin to look around to see how well the 
immediate world around us is spinning and, 
through scouting, weôve learned how we can 
get from the idea stage all the way to the 
implementation-stage.   My dream involving a 
game of catch with my son in the backyard 
wasnôt really about baseball at all.  It was about 
having a relationship with my son.  It was a 
reflection of the father I wanted to be in my 
sonôs eyes.  Had that dream been a reality and 
I did become my sonôs coach ï and I did play 
ball with him in the yard ï I have to ask myself 
today, ñSelf ï would I be able to name most of 
the kids my son and daughter play with?  
Would I be able to stand in front of my kidôs 
school  and greet lots of kids by name?ò ï and 
Iôd have to answer, ñSelf, probably notò.  I grew 
up in a sports (baseball) family.  I did pretty 
well.  But somehow, I missed all those lessons 
(I only had one year in scouts). 
 
To end, (and congratulate yourself for getting 
this far ï your one tenacious reader!), Iôd like 
you all to think about how your reflection has 
changed during your year or years in scouting.  
To me, there is no question where scouting 
ranks ï itôs a priority! ƻ 

continued from  page 3, column 2 

 

Cubscouts Honor our Vets  
November 7, 2009 

By I. Wazthere  

 

Itôs sort of a tradition now ï Iôm not sure the first year 
Pack 156 started showing up at Crest Lawn Cemetery 
to honor both our living (Veteranôs Day) and fallen 
(Memorial Day) vets, but itôs been awhile.  This year, 
as all the years, brought attention to the sacrifices our 
vets have made to ensure our way of life, our borders 
and our freedoms are protected.  The cost has been 
high ï a quick look in historyôs rear view mirror is 
proof enough.   We havenôt had a draft since the ó70ôs 
ï those men and women in uniform are all volunteers. 
 
So, itôs our packôs sense of duty to bring our  

continued on page 7, column 1 
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cubscouts out to the cemetery twice each year to 
perform a flag ceremony and hear some words of 
wisdom from a veteran.  Our cubscouts are then      
 

   
given small American flags to put on our vetôs grave 
sites.  There are few scouting events that Iôve 
maintained a perfect record of attendance ï the 
Verterans and Memorial Day events are the two Iôve 
never missed. ƻ 

 

  

Christmas Parade  
November 30, 2009 

By I. Wazntthere  

 

The theme for this yearôs Cookeville Christmas 
parade was ñSantas Workshopò and our packôs 
contribution, headed by Martin Ing, focused on 
the workshop itself.  There were futuristic toys, 
bubbling test tubes and happy little helpers in 
great abundance.  The night itself was not too 
cold ï near freezing, but not too cold!  The results 
are not yet in, but it is safe to report that our pack 
put in a very strong showing. ƻ 

Pack Newsletter Needs 
your Support!!  
December 8, 2009 

By R. Le Borne  

 

The newsletter is a great place to put your thoughts, 

opinions and advice.  Itôs also a great way to teach 

our boys a little about a newspaper and a lot about 

writing and observing.  I think it would be 

outstanding to have our dens assign a monthly Scribe 

whose responsibility is to record their denôs events.  

This monthôs newsletter has a very nice example 

provided by Gaven.  In fact, this article is the one I 

feel the most proud to set in print.   

 

Next month we will be having our third issue of the 

newsletter.  Lets support it by making it truly our 

Packôs news ï our boysô news written by our boys! ƻ 
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Pack T -Shirt Design 
Contest!!  
December 8, 2009 

By R. Le Borne  

 

 

Itôs Decmember and that means Christmas and 
New Years.  New Years traditions include quips 
such as ñOut with the old and in with the newò.  Our 
current Pack T-Shirt is about ready to be retired ï 
out with the old and in with the new ï only we 
havenôt anything new in regards for a pack design.  
But, with every problem thereôs an opportunity!  
And the opportunity for our new design problem is 
the chance to be involved with the process:  Design 
a new Pack T-Shirt using the blank design on the 
last page and submit it to our cubmaster ï it could 
very well be a winner! ƻ  

 

 

 


